














A MISSION AND VISION STATEMENT

Strategic Goal #4:
Lead as a Cultural Institution

or nearly 50 years, ISC has been at the
forefront of America’s storytelling renaissance,

a revival ignited in 1973 by the first National ===
S . . NATIONAL STORYTELLING
torytelling Festival.

The Festival is the world’s first, largest, and most F E S I I v AL

acclaimed public festival devoted exclusively to the

art of storytelling. Today, the event is still considered the crown jewel of the industry—and
the art of storytelling has truly gone viral. It’s our honor to stand and serve at the forefront
of this movement.

Growing Influence

Storytelling is one of Northeast Tennessee's primary economic drivers, attracting many
thousands of visitors each year for ISC’s live events. Our beautiful storytelling campus is
in the heart of downtown Jonesborough, Tennessee’s oldest town. As a regional leader in
arts and culture, we have strong working relationships with residents and businesses in the

surrounding communities.

ISC has also served as a national model for what’s known as “creative placemaking”
practices, with community revitalization efforts that have been recognized and held up as
exemplary by Main Streets of America.

Growing Organizational Capacity
A growing institution has growing needs—and with our ambitious outreach efforts,
it’s critical to expand and strengthen our precious human resources. This includes ISC’s

dedicated staff, a team of 500+ volunteers, and an expert board.

In order to continuously evolve, ISC needs to beef up its organizational capacity, particularly
in the area of institutional development. We also want to make sure our staff is supported in
their professional growth, including access to new technologies that support the ISC mission.
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Spotlight on:
ISC President Kiran Singh Sirah

I<ran Singh Sirah came to ISC in 2013, by way of North Geneva Peace Week
Carolina (where he went to graduate school) and the In November 2017, Kiran
United Kingdom (where he was born). With family roots in traveled to the United Nations
Africa and India, Kiran recognized the power of stories to in Switzerland, where he was
bring different traditions to life from a very early age. recognized as a Champion

of Peace for his long-time
Now an arts industry leader, Kiran is often invited to commitment to peace building
travel around the world representing ISC at conferences, and serving as an advocate for
workshops, and public events. He was one of six people storytelling.

worldwide who was recognized as by Rotary International
and the United Nations for his work in using storytelling
to advance human rights and world peace. In his home
state of Tennessee, he serves on the board of Tennesseans
for the Arts.

Kiran frequently delivers keynote addresses and other talks for organizations in the arts, government, and business.
Here's a snapshot of some of his recent speaking engagements and important ISC collaborations.

National Endowment for the Arts Dolly Parton'’s Imagination Library of Congress
(at the Kennedy Center) Library Plenary .
Rotary International
|daho, Alabama, Tennessee, and U.S. Congressional House and Senate o
South Carolina Arts Commission Tennessee Valley Association
TedX (economic development conference)
The City of Charleston ] , , o
Creative Placemaking Alliance for Peacebuilding
National Association for Leadership Summit . ,
State Arts Agencies (NASAA) National Park Service and Bureau of
U.S. Department of Defense Land Management
Smithsonian Folklife Festival . )
The White House International Day of Peace (keynote

address, NYC celebration)
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Key Partnerships

ISC has explored collaborations and affiliations with some of the nation’s most foremost

institutions, including the Library of Congress, the Google Cultural Institute, NASA, Rotary

International, the Smithsonian Institute, and the United Nations. We’re constantly building

on these strong relationships to expand our programmatic reach in our region, across the

nation, and around the globe.
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Connecting the World through the Power of Storytelling

116 West Main Street, Jonesborough, Tennessee 37659

800-952-8392
www.storytellingcenter.net
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